
Note to the Artist

Blood 
is thicker than water.

But paint
is thicker than blood.

You squeeze paint from your veins
and leave it there upon the canvas
for me to admire.

I prick my own blood vessel 
and this poem appears
in a similar manner.

Please be careful 
not to smear anything
before it has a chance to dry.

Steve Bloom
December 2005
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